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Switzerland, was held January 12th at the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology in Boston. Professor Pickering presided. Mr. S. H. Scud- 
der, of the committee on organization, made a partial report, suggesting 
several names for the society or club, and defining its object to be the 
study of comparative geography and the scientific and aesthetic explora- 
tion of the highlands of New England and the adjacent regions. 

— In Arctic Notes sent to Land and Water by au officer of the 
Pandora, the British Arctic exploring vessel, he says, " I would sooner 
eat seal's meat than mutton or beef." This is a little exaggerated, per- 
haps, but we can aver that seal's flesh has a relish to it after a day's dredg- 
ing on the coast of Labrador, and a meal of boiled whale's flesh is good 
for a very hungry man. A well-seasoned mince pie made of whale's 
flesh would scarcely be distinguishable from beef pie. 

— Professor Carl J. Sundevall, the venerable and distinguished orni- 
thologist of Stockholm, has lately died. He left works on the morphol- 
ogy of arthropods and other subjects. The botanist, Professor F. G. 
Bartling, of Gottingen, died in November. 

— The medal of the first class, with the diploma, awarded to Professor 
Hayden, in charge of the Geological Survey of the Territories, by the 
International Congress of Geographical Sciences which met in Paris in 
August, has been received through the state department. Professor 
Hayden has also recently received letters informing him of his election 
as honorary member of the Italian Geographical Society of Turin, 
Italy, and foreign corresponding member of the Geographical Society 
of Paris, France. 



PROCEEDINGS OF SOCIETIES. 

Academy of Sciences, St. Louis. — November 15, 1875. Professor 
Riley remarked that among the changes that took place in those portions 
of the State so thoroughly devastated by locusts last spring, none were 
more interesting than the wide-spread appearance of a grass ( Vilfa 
vaginceflora) unnoticed in ordinary seasons. The locusts eat down the 
blue grass so closely that in most instances it died out, and this annual 
grass takes its place and grows up rapidly just at the time when most 
needed by stock, so that it is considered a godsend by the farmers, who 
generally believe that it was brought by the locusts. The seed was 
scattered over the land the autumn before, and the conditions were all 
favorable for its starting. In ordinary seasons, on the contrary, it is 
smothered and choked down by other plants. 

December 6th. Prof. C. V. Riley made a communication on jumping 
seeds from California, motion being imparted to the seeds by inclosed 
caterpillars of a small moth (Carpocapsa saltitans). 

December 13th. A paper entitled The Grasshoppers and the Sea- 
son of 1875 was received from Prof. G. C. Broadhead. 
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Professor Riley read a paper on the use of Paris green as an insecti- 
cide, reciting several important experiments, from which he drew the fol- 
lowing conclusions : — 

(1.) Paris green that has been four months in the soil no longer re- 
mains as such, but passes into some less soluble state, and is unaffected 
by the ordinary solvents of the soil. 

(2.) When applied in small quantities, such as alone are necessary in 
destroying injurious insects, it doe? not affect the health of the plant. 

(3.) The power of the soil to hold arsenious acid and arsenites in insol- 
uble form will prevent water from becoming poisoned, unless the green 
be used in excess of any requirement as an insecticide. 

He alluded to some of the potato-bug poisons, one of which, made up 
of salt and arsenic, was more dangerous than others, because it was liable 
to be mistaken for common salt. 

January 4th, annual meeting. Prof. C. V. Riley was elected pres- 
ident. He remarked on a new use of the wood of the American agave, 
as a lining for insect-boxes, instead of cork. He exhibited strips of the 
wood, twelve by four inches, and one half inch thick, which answer this 
purpose admirably, the wood being remarkably light and porous, and pins 
being pushed into it with great ease and held firmly. It is much cheaper 
than cork. The celebrated traveler, Mr. A. R. Wallace, preserved all 
his valuable entomological collections in the East Indies in boxes made 
of pieces of this wood pinned together with thorns, and it is now coming 
into very general use. 

Academy of Natural Sciences, Philadelphia. — December 28th, 
annual meeting. The curators announced that the new building erected 
for the academy was so far completed as to be ready for the reception 
of its collections. The removal of the museum from the building now 
occupied was commenced on the 2d of November and was completed last 
week. It is proposed shortly to commence the removal of the library 
and the curators anticipate having the new hall ready for die future 
meetings of the academy early in January, 1876. 

The concluding thirty pages of the Proceedings for 1874, and four hun- 
dred and twenty-seven pages of the Transactions, have been published,, 
the latter being illustrated by twenty-four lithographic plates and ninety 
wood-cuts. One hundred and eighty-seven pages of the quarto journal 
have also been issued before the completion of the illustrative plates, as 
advance copies of Professor Cope's paper on the Batrachia and Reptilia 
of Costa Rica. The report concludes with a brief notice of the important 
events occurring in the history of the academy during the past year, 
which are stated to be the reception of the I. V. Williamson Library Fund, 
the sale of the premises at present occupied by the society, the removal 
of the collections to the new building at the southwest corner of Nine- 
teenth and Race streets, and the junction of the American Entomological 
Society with the academy as a section thereof. 
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The librarian reports that there were nineteen hundred and forty- 
additions to the library from January 1 to November 30, 1875, being an 
excess of two hundred and eighty for the eleven months named over the 
number received during the twelve months of the preceding year. Re- 
ferring to the income at the disposal of the academy for the support of 
the library, the report continues, " At the annual meeting, held Feb- 
ruary 16th, the treasurer announced the munificent donation by Isaiah V. 
Williamson, Esq., to the academy, of ground rents to the amount of twen- 
ty-five thousand dollars as a permanent fund for the use of the library. 
It is confidently hoped that the interest on this sum, together with the por- 
tion of the interest derived from the legacy of the late Dr. Thomas B. Wil- 
son devoted to the same use, and amounting together to eighteen hundred 
dollars per annum, will be sufficient, not only to keep the library sup- 
plied with the current scientific literature, but also to enable the library 
committee to secure, from time to time, the many very desirable books 
of an earlier date which are still wanting in most of the depart- 
ments." 

Boston Society of Natural History. — January 5, 1876. Prof. 
W. H. Niles read a paper on the evidence of a widely spread geological 
force, exhibited by certain rock-movements. Referring to the phenomena 
of spontaneous fracture and expansion of rock in a north and south di- 
rection in quarries at Monson, Mass., Groton, Conn., Berea, O., and 
Lemont, 111., he inferred that they could not be due to local causes, 
but explained them by a north and south compression of the strata, due 
to the contraction of the earth, and showed the important bearing of the 
subject on the question of mountain-building. Mr. L. S. Burbank noticed 
some rare trees of the Merrimack Valley. 

American Geographical Society. — December 6th. Judge Daly 
spoke on the progress in geographical research in Africa, with special 
reference to Stanley's recent explorations. He was followed by remarks 
from Mr. Bayard Taylor, who claimed that " Stanley's journey from Zan- 
zibar to the Nyanza, and his exploration of the eastern shore of the lake, 
have never been surpassed for boldness, rapidity, and success by anything 
in the records of African travel." 

Academy of Sciences, San Francisco. — December 20, 1875. Dar- 
linglonia Californica, the pitcher-plant of the Pacific coast, formed the 
subject of a paper by Mr. Henry Edwards, who gave an account of its 
appearance, of its functions as a fly-trap, — though its digestive powers 
were questioned, — of the different insects entrapped by it, and of its dis- 
tribution and habitat. 

Academy of Sciences, New York. — December 13, 1875. Papers 
on A New Phosphide of Silver, and a Method of estimating Silver by 
Phosphorus, by Prof. W. Falke, and on a Direct Process in the Manu- 
facture of Iron in Japan, by H. Newton, were read. 

Cambridge Entomological Club. — December 10, 1875. Dr. 
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Swartz gave some account of the results arrived at in the Monograph 
of the Khynchophora of the United States, soon to be published by Drs. 
LeConte and Horn. 

Buffalo Society of Sciences. — December 17, 1875. A paper 
by Mr. Grote on Noctuidas from the Pacific Coast of North America 
was read, and he remarked on a noctuid moth, Polenta Tepperi, from 
Texas. 

Essex Institute, Salem, Mass. — December 6, 1875. Eev. Mr. 
Wright gave an account of the structure of Indian Ridge, in Andover, 
Mass., which he regarded as an ancient moraine. 



SCIENTIFIC SERIALS. 1 

The Geographical Magazine. — December, 1875. The Arctic 
Expedition, V. From Ritenbink to Upernavik. The Voyage of the Chal- 
lenger, by Capt. J. E. Davis. N. P. Barbot de Marny's Geological Ex- 
ploration in the Region of the Amu Darye. The Basin of the Macken- 
zie River. The United States Geological Survey in the San Juan Coun- 
try. Stanley's Exploration of the Victoria Nyanza, by E. G. Raven- 
stein. 

Monthly Microscopical Journal. — December, 1875. On a New 
Method of measuring the Position of the Bands in Spectra, by H. C. 
Sorby. Note on the Markings of Frustulia Saxonica, by J. J. Wood- 
ward. The Slit as an Aid in measuring Angular Aperture, by R. Keith. 

Archiv fur Naturgeschichte. — On the Genital Apparatus of 
Spiders, by Dr. Bertkau. Natural History of the Hydrachnidse, by P. 
Kramer. On the Budding of Cuninae in the Stomach of the Geryonidae, 
by B. Uljanin. Description of a Fin Whale, by G. Zaddach. 

Zeitschrift fur wissen. Zoologie. (Siebold and Kolliker, edit- 
ors). — November, 20, 1875. The Development of Sponges, by Oscar 
Schmidt. Researches on the Hexactinellidse (Sponges), by W. Mar- 
shall. 

American Journal of Science and Arts. — January. Descrip- 
tion of some Remains of an Extinct Species of Wolf and Deer from the 
Lead Region of the Upper Mississippi, by J. A. Allen. 

Bulletin de la Societe de Geographie. — November, 1875. 
The Madeira and its Basin, by LAbbe" Durand. Terra del Fuego, by 
G. Marguin. 

Journal de Zoologie. — No. 5. The Unarmed Gephyrea, by H. 
Th6el. The Reindeer of Prehistoric Times, by P. Gervais (the editor). 

Revue Scientifique. — November 27. The Genital Organs of Dec- 
apod Crustacea, by P. Brocchi. 

Globus. — No. 23. Antiquities from Utah and California. 

Nature. — December 9. Eskimo Tales and Traditions. 
1 The articles enumerated under this head will be for the most part selected. 



